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The Winterling, by Jez Butterworth

Directed by Hieronymus Glover

Assisted by Steevan Glover & Nick Haymonds

Show dates: Tuesday 224 - Saturday 26t September 2026
AUDITIONS: 7.30pm Tuesday 5 & Thursday 7t May 2026.

SHOW SUMMARY:
Loyalty is dangerous when the past never stays buried.

From the award-winning writer of Jerusalem comes The Winterling. Exiled gangster Len
West has fled the city and taken refuge in a derelict farmhouse on Dartmoor. Out here in the
freezing wilderness, he is trying to build a strange new kingdom among the moor’s misfits.
But the past refuses to stay buried.

When West’s former associate arrives from London—with an eager young recruit in tow—
old debts and betrayals return to haunt him. As the night deepens and tensions rise, the
group must confront a choice between two very different worlds.

With razor-sharp dialogue and dark humour, The Winterling is a gripping comic-thriller
about loyalty, power and survival.

AUDITION INFO:

Auditions will be in a workshop format. There is no need to prepare anything in advance,
and we will provide scenes for you to work with on the day. We'll start by reading the
section together and then work on it a few times to explore the characters.

Creativity thrives on diversity, and we welcome everyone, regardless of background or
experience. The characters need to be big, animated, memorable and will be a lot of fun to
play!

Please complete our online audition form to let us know your intention to audition.

PLAY SYNOPSIS:

Premiering in 2006, The Winterling is a darkly comic drama that blends crime thriller with
rural folklore. Set in the bleak isolation of Dartmoor, the play explores the clash between
urban criminal culture and the strange, almost mythic world of the English countryside.

At its heart is Len West, a gangster cast out by his former associates. His attempt to carve
out a new life on the moor becomes a tense confrontation between two very different
communities—one bound by criminal loyalty, the other by survival in the wild.

With its sharp dialogue and gallery of eccentric characters, The Winterling captures the
uneasy humour and violence that often exist side by side in Jez Butterworth’s writing.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Z1WaDD-glVvFg9nTh6vGo4vNkr3libiwNeHPUliAxlE/edit

CHARACTERS:

LEN WEST
Presenting male - 40s-50s

A former London gangster exiled to Dartmoor after losing the trust of his criminal
associates. Sharp, watchful and unpredictable, West carries the air of a dangerous man who
has lost everything except his pride. Beneath his authority lies deep paranoia and
unresolved guilt. A commanding role requiring strong presence and subtle menace.

WALLY
Presenting male - 40s-50s

West's former partner from London. Polite, controlled and calculating, Wally masks ruthless
intent beneath calm charm. He arrives on the moor to settle unfinished business with West.
Intelligent and manipulative, he prefers psychological dominance over physical
intimidation.

PATSY
Presenting male - 20s-30s

Wally’s enthusiastic but inexperienced protégé. A quick-talking Londoner desperate to
prove himself in the criminal world. Energetic, funny and slightly naive, Patsy often
provides comic relief but is also capable of surprising ruthlessness.

DRAYCOTT
Presenting male - 40s-60s

A wandering tramp and eccentric survivalist who has been living on the moor. Earthy,
talkative and unpredictable, Draycott seems foolish at first but possesses a strange wisdom
and deep connection to the land. Equal parts comic and unsettling. West Country accent
required.

LUE
Presenting female - early 20s

A mysterious young woman living in the farmhouse. Quiet, vulnerable and somewhat
otherworldly, Lue dreams of escaping Dartmoor and starting a new life elsewhere. Her
presence adds emotional depth and mystery to the play. West Country accent required.

Tone for auditions:

Actors should be comfortable with rapid-fire dialogue, dark humour, strong regional
characterisation and underlying tension. The play balances comedy with psychological
threat.



ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT - Jez Butterworth

Jez Butterworth is one of Britain’s most celebrated contemporary playwrights and
screenwriters. His theatre work is known for muscular language, eccentric characters and
an electrifying blend of humour and menace. His lyrical, character-driven works often
explore themes of national identity, mythology, and the dark underbelly of suburban or
rural life. Butterworth has won multiple prestigious awards, including Olivier and Tony
Awards, and is considered one of the most important playwrights of the 21st century. His
work is widely admired for its vivid language, dark humour and powerful sense of place.

DIRECTOR’S CONCEPT - Hieronymus (Ronnie) Glover
The Winterling is a play about territory—physical, psychological and moral.

The derelict farmhouse on Dartmoor becomes a battleground between two worlds: the
organised brutality of London’s criminal underworld and the unpredictable, almost primal
existence of life on the moor.

In our production, the isolation of the landscape is central. The characters are trapped
together in a space that feels both refuge and prison. As the night unfolds, humour and
menace intertwine, and the question becomes not simply who controls the farmhouse—but
what kind of world each character is fighting to survive in.

PRODUCTION TEAM:

We're always looking for back-stage volunteers too. Whether it’s operating the lights &
sound or stage management, please let us know if you want to get involved! We'd be very
keen to hear from anyone with experience working with costume and wigs.

DATES AND COMMITMENT:

REHEARSALS: Likely to be one or two weekday evenings and/or some Sunday daytimes
from mid-May 2026.

TECHNICAL REHEARSAL: Sunday daytime/evening, 20t September 2026
DRESS REHEARSAL: Monday evening, 215t September 2026
SHOWS: Tuesday 224 - Saturday 26t September 2026 (7.30 PM) (5 performances)

For more info, please contact David Stacey (Studio Theatre Manager).

davidstacey.home@gmail.com
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