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Introduction:

It is not every day we are told someone first heard of South Hill Park all the way in Poland.
But Basia Gorska is not an everyday sort of person. For nearly a decade she has been the
Artist in Residence in South Hill Parks’ print room, where she works on her own artworks as
well as bringing her love of printmaking to students on her art courses. We sat down with her
to hear what creativity means to her and how it feels to have achieved her lifelong dream of
working as a professional artist.

How did you first get involved at South Hill Park?

| was a student at the Academy of Fine Arts in Krakow and had come to Bracknell with a
scholarship through another organisation, which | had heard about while doing an internship
with this huge prominent global printmaking competition in Poland, where artists from the
whole world send in their works. One of the jury members recommended this scholarship to
me, and it was during this where [ first learned about South Hill Park as | was invited to do a
talk here. | moved to the UK in 2015 and heard the current Artist in Residence was leaving,
so | applied and got the job, here in the print room.

So what does your role here entail?

I’'m the artist in residence here in the print room. So first and foremost | teach printmaking
courses, where | teach many different techniques, depending on people’s interests and
abilities, as well as facilitating the open-access sessions, where artists can come in for drop-
in sessions and work on their own prints. But as well as this, | am an artist in my own right
and produce my own works.

Tell us about your own printmaking, what do you do?

My printmaking revolves around monoprinting. It's my own technique that | developed over
10 years ago now, while working on my master's degree, where | create huge colourful
gradients. I love to work with colour and express myself through colour, | love to do gradients
and experiment with mixing. | also like to do lino printing, as | love to draw so I love working
with cutting my drawings into the lino block and seeing what will be created.

What is it about colour that you love?

| really love colour. | don’t even know why, but it's always been something I've been drawn
to. When | look at a work of art, how the colours look determines how | feel about it. And
that’s true with nature as well. Even when | was little girl, there’s always been colour. It just
gives me a sense of joy. For example I've recently bought fluorescent markers, and they just
give me so much joy to work with, they’re so bright and vibrant.

What’s it like bringing your love of printmaking to teaching?

| feel very fortunate that | am able to do exactly what | studied and graduated from, which is
printmaking. So | absolutely love being able to work with people and see how they develop
their skills and get better at something. | think it's absolutely amazing that | get to witness
that and be part of it.

| enjoy that people sign up to my courses to work with me, as opposed to being forced to
being taught in a school. It's a great feeling, people chosen to be there. It's empowering. And



| love the satisfaction of helping a student on a project, seeing the results they create, or
showing a new technique to a complete beginner and seeing them progress.

The structure of the classes really depends on the students who come in, as | always tailor
my approach to their needs. | support beginners and show them techniques, or more
independent workers | will help them with exhibition prep or competition entries.

| think it brings me a lot of joy to be able to share my abilities and my skills in printmaking,
sharing my experience with my students.

Is it nice seeing people fall in love with printmaking?

Oh yes, definitely! It's such a joy, seeing people who have maybe never seen a print room
(as we’re a bit tucked away!) so they'll sign up to a term and | get to show them what it’s all
about, the beauty of creating things yourself. And they stay for more. It’s just amazing. Being
able to make suggestions, to help them solve problems they have, and for it work out
perfectly. That is just absolutely wonderful and joyful to be part of.

Do you find there is a wellbeing element to your classes?

Yes, and | love that, | think a lot about the art and wellness, from a community building
aspect. My classes are four and a half hours long, you have these groups who come in and
just spend that time quietly with each other, choosing to come in and work with their hands.
They get to know each other.

| personally find printmaking very meditative. When working on my colour gradients or lino
prints, it's a very meditative process, your brain just sort of switches off. You use muscle
memory in your hands and arms, and you just create.

As an artist, what do you think of the printmaking facilities at South Hill Park?

| think the print room here is really so well equipped. We've got so much space and such
wonderful light, we’ve got this gorgeous skylight because we’re up in the roof. It's one of the
biggest print rooms in England and | feel very fortunate to be able to work in such a
wonderful space.

| really, really love being an artist in residence at South Hill Park because I'm able to literally
do what I've always wanted to do, be an artist and share my skills, knowledge and
experience with others. It's a dream job for me.

So have the arts always been important to you, and something you wanted to pursue
as a career?

Yes, the arts have always been in my life. | remember being a little girl and being asked what
| wanted to do in the future, and I'd say an artist. And now | am an artist. My mum has a
huge folder of my earlier works from kindergarten, and she's very proud of it.

Where do you draw inspiration from?

Like | say, | love experimenting with colour, seeing different combinations that might work
together and discovering new pigments. But another aspect of my creativity is my drawing,
where | am fascinated by the female form. Ever since | could hold a pen, I've been drawing
women.

So | remember drawing princesses in primary school and being bullied for that. But | didn't
care and | stuck with it because | really didn't care about kids saying anything about my
princesses. And then they became models. And then at some point they became abstract as



| got older, depending on where | was in my life. But | think somehow, they’re always me. So
if someone gives me a pen to draw anything, it will usually always be the female form | come
back to.

Do you find creativity is good for your mental wellbeing?

Creativity is absolutely crucial for mental wellbeing. | think just any way you can express
yourself just helps regulates oneself in a way or changes the way you think. Plus self-
expression is so good for our mental health, especially when you can switch off. | have a
Tuesday evening class, which is mostly lino cuts, and | just think that’s the perfect way to
end the day.

| definitely think it's super important that everyone has access to creativity and the arts. It
doesn't have to necessarily be printmaking because it's not everyone's cup of tea, but
creativity could mean dancing or music. | just think it's so important that everyone is able to
have some kind of outlet for themselves, especially if it involves self-expression.

Where do you think you would be if you hadn't found the arts?

It's difficult to express what the arts have given to me, because | wouldn’t be able to
separate myself from my artistic expression. | think it's definitely a key ingrained part of me.

But | can say this, with confidence. When | left high school and didn’t know what to do with
myself, my mum suggested | study applied linguistics, because you can always do
something with languages. So | studied it, and spent six months in Istanbul, before realising |
don’t see myself as a translator or interpreter. I'm an artist. So maybe in an alternative
universe | am a miserable translator somewhere, but | am very happy to have the career |
do.



