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Nineteen Eighty Four, by George Orwell (adpt. R Icke & D Macmillan) 

Directed by David Stacey 

Show dates: Tuesday 13th - Saturday 17th May 2025 

AUDITIONS: Monday 13th & Wednesday 15th January 2025, 7.30pm 

 

 

“If you want a picture of the future, imagine a boot stamping on a human face – for ever.” 

 

SYNOPSIS: 

Winston Smith is a beige bureaucrat at the Ministry of Truth. His job is to make up lies all 

day, rewriting history and erasing from the records anyone who has fallen out of favour 

with the State. Secretly, however, Winston rebels. First by starting a diary, and then by 

falling in love. We visit Orwell’s dark, dystopian world of thought criminals, newspeak and doublethink 

through the musings of a book group as they debate the merits of Winston’s diary. Is the thing that’s in Room 101 really the worst thing in the world? Is the book group even real? 

Big Brother is watching in this disturbing vision of fiction/reality and future/present. Are 

you ready to be re-educated?  

 

AUDITION INFO: 

We will be auditioning for all adult roles on 13th & 15th January 2025. Character ages and 

gender have not always been specified below, to allow for open casting. All the cast except 

Winston will perform as an ensemble, playing multiple roles. The characters named below 

are for guidance, indicating a minimum cast size of eight (plus the Girl).  

Please note, this play does contain some disturbing scenes and will require physicality and 

emotional performances from the actors. There will be some intimacy required between the 

Winston and Julia roles. 

The role of Girl is open to a female child actor aged approx. 10-12. We will audition for Girl 

separately from the adult auditions. The Studio Theatre follows South Hill Park’s Child 
Safeguarding Policies.  

Auditions will likely be a workshop format, so no need to prepare. We will provide some 

scenes for you to have a pre-read nearer the time. Creativity thrives on diversity, and we 

welcome everyone, regardless of background or experience. 

 

Please complete our online Audition Form to let us know your intention to audition.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1doMx1L6b-yLVlFAEHeaUQVKLs5JpBnPSysglbCBbE4g/edit


PRODUCTION SYNOPSIS: 

The plot follows Orwell’s original book (first published in 1949). We are introduced to 

Winston Smith, a bureaucrat at the Ministry of Truth, whose job is to make up lies all day, 

rewriting history and erasing from all records anyone who has fallen out of favour with ‘Big 

Brother’, the leader who may or may not actually exist. Secretly, however, Winston wants to 

rebel. He does this first by starting a diary, and then by falling in love with a waitress named 

Julia. 

Playwrights Robert Icke & Duncan Macmillan have adapted Orwell’s novel, adding a framing 

device of a set of characters talking about Winston’s diary (which may or may not be the 

book Nineteen Eighty Four) in what is apparently a present day book group. These 

characters reoccur through the play, becoming Winston’s contemporaries, colleagues and 

betrayers. 

Through the story, we get exposed to some of the alarming details of the society in which 

Winston lives. We overhear a co-worker of Winston’s praising Newspeak as the only 
language whose vocabulary gets smaller every year and, in the end, will make thoughtcrime 

literally impossible because there will be no words in which to express it. We learn the 

definition of Doublethink, to tell deliberate lies while genuinely believing in them. Inevitably, Winston’s rebelliousness is discovered, and he ends up in Room 101, the worst place imaginable. This is not a play with a happy ending… 

 

Images from other productions of Nineteen Eighty Four, as examples. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHARACTERS: 

● Winston  

o Male, any age. A contemplative intellectual who harbours revolutionary 

dreams. This role requires physicality and emotional performance. There will 

be some intimacy required between the Winston and Julia roles. 

● Julia 

o Female, similar age to Winston. Pragmatic and optimistic. Her rebellion 

against the Party is small and personal, for her own enjoyment, in contrast to Winston’s ideological motivation. There will be some intimacy required 

between the Winston and Julia roles. 

● O’Brien 

o Any gender, any age. A mysterious, powerful, and sophisticated member of 

the Inner Party whom Winston believes is also a member of the Brotherhood, 

the legendary group of anti-Party rebels. 

● Charrington 

o Any gender, older. Owner of an antiques shop. Kindly and encouraging, Charrington seems to share Winston’s interest in the past. 
● Syme 

o Similar to Winston. Intelligent and outgoing, works with Winston at the 

Ministry of Truth. Syme specializes in language. Winston believes Syme is too intelligent to stay in the Party’s favour. Also plays ‘Man’ in the Book Group, 

plus other non-speaking roles.  

● Parsons 

o Male, middle-aged. Works with Winston. A dull man with a dull wife and a rather scary child. Also plays ‘Father’ in the Book Group, plus other non-

speaking roles. 

● Mrs Parsons 

o Female, middle-aged. A neighbour of Winston’s. A dull woman with a dull 

husband and a rather scary child. Also plays ‘Mother’ in the book group, plus 

other non-speaking roles. Requires some ability to sing.  

● Martin  

o Any age, any gender. Works with Winston. Also plays a member of the Book 

Group, plus other non-speaking roles. 

● Girl (non-adult role) 

o Female, 10-12 years old. Daughter of the Parsons’. Cunning and ready to 

betray anyone to the authorities, even her own family.  

 

 

 

 

 



PRODUCTION TEAM: We’re always looking for back-stage volunteers too. Whether it’s operating the lights & 
sound or stage management, please let us know if you want to get involved! For this 

production, we would also like to include some additional pre-recorded video and projection content, so let us know if this is something you’d like to help with.   
 

DATES AND COMMITMENT: 

REHEARSALS: Likely to be 1-2 weekday evenings and/or occasional Sunday daytimes, from 

February 2025. 

TECHNICAL REHEARSAL AND DRESS: SUN 11th MAY (daytime) & MON 12th MAY 

(evening) 

SHOWS: TUESDAY 13th - SATURDAY 17th March 2025 (7.30PM) (x 5 performances) 

 

For more info, please contact David Stacey (Director & Studio Theatre Manager) 

davidstacey.home@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Images from past Studio Theatre productions.  
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Nineteen Eighty Four – The Studio Theatre @ SHP 

Audition pieces – January 2025 

 

Audition pieces will be provided at the auditions, or in advance upon request.  

The script version is by Oberon Modern Plays (2013). 

Full scripts will be provided to those successfully cast.   

 

 

● Winston  

o P63-65 (Winston monologue) 

o P47-51 (Winston & Julia) 

● Julia 

o P39-43 (Julia & Winston) 

o P89-90 (as Waitress, with Winston) 

● O’Brien 

o P56-61 (O’Brien meets Winston) 

o P74-79 (torture scene with Winston) 

● Charrington/Host 

o P13-15 (Host monologue) 

o P24-25 (with Winston) 

 

● Syme/Man 

● Parsons/Father 

● Martin  

o P28-31 (Syme & Parsons + Winston, canteen scene) 

o P15-20 (Group discussion with Father (Parsons) / Man (Syme) / Host 

(Charrington) / Mother / Martin / Winston) 

 

● Mrs Parsons/Mother 

o P22-23 (Mother & Winston) 

o P53-54 (Mother & Winston as a child) 

 

● Girl (non-adult role) 

o TBC 

 


