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“Sometimes the best thing a production can do is to simply
let those stories shine. Director, cast and crew behind this
first show by LB Productions have done exactly that.”

- Wokingham.Today Review of And Then There Were None -

Welcomel

Thank you for your interest in auditioning for LB Productions’ second project: A Murder Is Announced!
LB Productions formed in 2024; our first production was the Agatha Christie classic And Then There
Were None, performed in the Wilde Theatre at South Hill Park in February 2024.

We are a community theatre company open to everyone, and we can’t wait to work with a new team to
get this next story out to a new audience!

This pack provides a brief outline of the production: the story, key dates, character descriptions and
how to sign up and prepare for auditions. We look forward to seeing you there!

It takes a team with a wide range of skills to produce a great show, so if performing is not your interest
please don’t hesitate to reach out to us if you would like to get involved in the backstage aspects of
the production. Check out the ‘Creative Aspects’ page as well for a unique opportunity to get involved!

Thank you!
Luke Burton, Producer and Founder of LB Productions
Gemma Roch, Director for A Murder Is Announced



Curiosity rumbles in the village of quiet Chipping Cleghorn when a strange announcement appears in the
local newspaper of a murder due to take place, at Little Paddocks, home to Letitia Blacklock. The
neighbours arrive, eager to witness the game, or practical joke, but instead find themselves caught up in
the scene of a real crime. Follow our favourite amateur sleuth, Miss Marple, through the entanglement of
lies, secret identities, blackmail and other bewildering events as she attempts to solve the case.
Performing as if for a radio broadcast but live on stage. Watch, listen and be transported to 1950’s
Chipping Cleghorn, for Murder, Intrigue and Chocolate Cake!

If you would like to read the script, a digital copy is available, please contact Luke at
Luke_adam_burton@yahoo.com

Key

Auditions:

Monday 30th September & Friday 4th October 2024
7:30pm

South Hill Park Arts Centre, Bracknell, UK

Rehearsals:

Monday and some Thursday evenings starting Monday 14th October 2024
7:30pm - 10pm

South Hill Park Arts Centre, Bracknell, UK

Production:

Tech Rehearsal:

Sunday 9th February 2025

Dress Rehearsal:

Monday 10th & Tuesday 11th February 2025

Performances:

Wednesday 12th - Saturday 15th February 2025 (with a Saturday matinee at 2:30pm)
Wilde Theatre, South Hill Park Arts Centre, Bracknell, UK



Character Descriptions

Little Note: the age range descriptions are for guidance only and not prescriptive to the performer.

Miss Marple (Playing Age: 60 - 75)

Inquisitive, caring, shrewd and clever. Miss Marple is staying in Chipping Cleghorn with her niece while
attending treatment nearby.

Letitia Blacklock (Playing Age: 45 - 50)

Known as Letty, she owns Little Paddocks. She is efficient and practical. She manages the personality dynamics
in her house with an expert manner.

Mitzi (Playing Age: 25 - 35)

Mitzi is from Hungary, and works as cook and housekeeper for Little Paddocks. She is unpredictable in her
mood and has frequent emotional outbursts. Those living there all know Mitzi tends to fabricate stories and lie.

Patrick Simmons (Playing Age 25 - 30)

Patrick is Letty’s second cousin and came to stay at Little Paddocks around three months ago. Patrick is
confident, attractive, and teases many of the other members of the household.

Julia Simmons (Playing Age 22- 24)

Julia arrived at Little Paddocks with Patrick, and started working at the pharmacy at the local hospital. She has
a witty and sharp nature, beautiful, impatient and sometimes jealous of Phillipa.

Dora Bunner (Playing Age 45 - 50)

Dora is forgetful, easily confused, flustered and innocent. Dora is Lettie’s school friend and now lives at Little
Paddocks as her companion.

Phillipa Haynes (Playing Age 26 - 30)

Phillipa is a horticulturist and a single mother supporting her son. She is serious, wise beyond her years and has
an elegance about her.

Edmund Swettenham (Playing Age 26- 35)

Edmund aspires to be a writer. He is introverted, often embarrassed by his mother, and wary of the police.

Mrs Swettenham (Playing Age 56 - 66)

Mrs Swettenham attempts at regular neighbourly kindness, but is usually nosy and interfering. She is curious
about the announcement and fabricates an excuse to visit.

Sergeant Mellors (Playing Age 25 - 30) Low stage time - likely to multi-role

Assisting Craddock in the case, and only a few years into his career. Mellors is diligent and everything you would
expect from a policeman in a quiet village area.

Inspector Craddock (Playing Age 40 - 55)

Craddock is the local police inspector. He is detail-oriented and assertive in his enquiry. He is slightly
dismissive of Miss Marple at first but then forms an alliance.

Rudy Scherz (Playing Age 25 - 30) Low stage time - likely to multi-role

Rudy works at a hotel nearby and is the unfortunate victim of the first crime.



Creative Aspects
to note

A staged radio play - Foley Artist Opportunity!

We have made an early choice to stage A Murder is Announced as a live radio play with creative aspects on
design, light and sound to engage our audience with all senses!

One of these aspects includes Foley Artist work. In this project we would love to work with one or more individuals
who are interested in exploring this craft and getting inventive with sound effects! If you're not sure about
performing a character, but would like to perform as a Foley Artist, discovering and developing your skills in this
field, we also want to hear from you!

Contact LB Productions on Facebook here

Auditions how to sign up and what to
expect

We have prepared a sign up form which will help us allocate the right audition pieces for you. Sign up by following
this link here. You will only need to attend one of the audition dates.

We will start by sharing the director concept and have time for a brief conversation to ask any questions about the
production.

Auditionees will split into pairs or groups to run through allocated scenes for around 10 minutes, and these will be
played back to the audition panel as well as the other groups. We will repeat this for another round, where you may
be asked to read for a another role that you signed up for. Please don’t worry if you don’t get to read for every part
that you sign up for; we will bear your selections in mind! The session will finish with a recap and an opportunity for
any follow-up questions.

You do not need to prepare any scenes ahead of auditions, but if you would like to read the play before auditioning
you can receive a pdf copy of the full script by contacting Luke Burton at luke_adam_burton@yahoo.com

Thank you for reading; we hope to catch you at our ‘AMIA’ Auditions!


https://www.facebook.com/share/g/11jwawqgE3NgqpW8/
https://forms.gle/gV3zk6EZ7bGVa4zA7
https://forms.gle/gV3zk6EZ7bGVa4zA7

